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(Stiratu-1-Baqarah 2:255) 
(ayatu-l-kursi) 
allahu 1a °ilaha °illa huwa-l-hayyu-l-qayyum: 
14 ta°khudhbuhu sinatufiw-wa 14 nawm: 
lahu ma fi-s samawati wa ma fi-l-°ard: 
man dha-l-ladhi yashfa‘u ‘ifidahu °illa bi°idhnih: 
ya‘lamu ma bayna °aydihim wa ma khalfahum 
wa 1a yuhittna bi-shay°im-min “ilmihi °illa bi-ma shaa’a: 
wasi‘a kursiyuhu-s-samawati wa-l-°ard: 
wa 1a ya°uduhu hifdhuhuma wa huwa-l-‘aliyu-l-“adhim 
The Prophet 2% commended the recitation of °Ayatu-l-Kursi (2:255), the Verse of 


the Footstool, saying that he who does so will be under the protection of Allah, 
Who will assign a protecting angel to guard him. (al-Bukhari 6530) 


Ae travelling) 
In the Name of Allah, 
the Merciful, the Compassionate. 
bismi-llahi-r-rahmani-r-rahim. 
Peace be upon you, Oh men of the Unseen! 
as-salamu ‘alaykum ya rijalu-l-ghayb. 

Peace be upon you, Oh sanctified spirits! 
as-salamu ‘alaykum ya ’ayyuha-l->arwahu-l-mutaqaddasa 
Oh chiefs, Oh noblemen, 

Oh overseers, Oh spiritual substitutes! 
ya nuqab°u, ya nujaba°u, ya ruqaba°u, ya budala’u; 
Oh pillars of the earth — the four mainstays and supports! 
ya °awtadu-l-’ardu — ’awtadun arba‘ah: 

Oh two leaders! Oh Pole! Oh Singular! Oh trustees! 
ya °imaman: ya qutbu ya fardu ya °>umana?’ : 
Provide me with assistance, look on me with favor, 
*aghithuni bi-ghawthatin wa-n-dhurutni bi-nadhratin 
treat me with compassion, 
fulfill my wish and my objective, 
wa-r-hamuni wa hassilu muradi wa maqsudi 
and attend to the satisfaction of my needs, 
wa qumi ‘ala qada’i hawaa‘ij(i) 
in the presence of our Prophet Muhammad 
‘inda nabiyyina muhmmad 4 
(salla-lahu ‘alayhi wa ahlihi wa sallam) 

May Allah s& grant you peace 
in this world and the next. 
sallama-kumu-!lahu ta‘ala fi-d-dunya wa-l-’akhira 
O Allah, bestow blessings on al-Khidr! 
allahumma salli ‘ala-l-khidr 


( Shaykh ‘Abd al- Qadi Jilani’s 38 salutation to the Rijalu-l-Ghayb &) 
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At all times an established number of individuals serve as members in the 
spiritual administration of human and world affairs. It is due to their 
intervention and presence that this world is kept spinning on its axis. A 
saying of the Prophet % testifies to this: “The world shall not perish as 
long as even a single person says ‘Allah, Allah’”. This is a reference to 
those chosen ones who due to their constant and pure remembrance have 
attained to the station of nearness to the Divine Presence. These privileged 
souls have been appointed to their stations and ranks by the Will of the 
Almighty. They maintain balance and equilibrium in the dispensation of 
world affairs. It is for their sake that Allah 3% eases His Wrath and be- 
stows His Mercy. Rain is made to descend and fields turn green in answer 
to their supplications. These people of special Grace are not known to the 
common folk, and are called the Rijalu-l-Ghayb (the hidden or invisible 
men or souls) and are hidden because humanity is going through a cycle 
of ignorance and violence and people have lost the sensory organs needed 
to recognise them lest the Rijal be persecuted or confused with those ex- 
ternal powers that organise human communities socially or politically. 

The 12 Chiefs (nuqab’) are the Holders of Sacred Power and intervene in 
the affairs of the world to prevent ignorance-bred injustice and violence 
from entirely invading the earth. The 8 Nobles or honorable, chosen ones 
(nujaba) have no earthly power but are the holders of sacred knowledge, 
and their function is to safeguard and transmit initiatory science. Ibn 
“Arabi said, “Know that every city or province has its own najib.” 

Also the chiefs (nuqab’) and the nobles (nujaba) secretly direct humans 
towards knowledge of the reality of the Hidden *Imam 3 — they call out 
to him, they identify him, and make him known to those who need to know. 
The Exchanged or Alternates (budala) are 7 and they possess the power to 
change from their physical to their spiritual forms; also they can substitue 
a replica or ‘place holder’ so exactly like themselves in form and 
movement that no one can distinguish the replica from the real person. 


The term derives from the Arabic (budila/ J,) to change or substitute and 
each of them are placed over one of the seven heavenly spheres. 

The 4 awtdd (tent poles or stakes), control the four corners of the world on 
behalf of the Ghawth. Ibn ‘Arabi said of them, “Through the ’awtad, 
Allah 3% preserves and protects the south, the north, the east and the 
west.” They are in charge of looking after these four directions or dimen- 
sions. Their number is confirmed in every age. 

The 2 leaders (’imadman) are ‘Abdu-l-Malik and ‘Abdu-r-Rab. and after 
the death of the Qutb one of these two succeeds him as the Qutb and, in 
turn, one of the ’awtdad advances to be one of the two ’imdman. Simulta- 
neously one of the alternates (budala) moves to replace the graduated 
awtdad. These two °imams or leaders are constantly in attendence on the 
Qutb and in, and at, his service. 

The Qutb, often called al-Ghawth (he who helps or he who brings the 
rain), is the center of the whole hierarchy. The Qutb as such is the Central 
Pole of the °awliya’. The one person who forms the focus of the super- 
vision by Allah 3% of the world in every age. He belongs to the heart of 
*Israfil x (the angel of resurrection and of form) and he is entrusted with 
the high station (wilayatu-l-kubra) as chief of the °awlia?u-llah & . 

The ’afrdd (sing. fard or mufrad), are the Unique or Solitary Ones who 
recieve illumination directly from Allah 3% and stand equal to the Qutb 
but are not under the direct supervision of the Pole and have no specific 
function such as that possessed by the Qutb. The ’afrdd are also aware 
that they undergo constant fluctuation of knowledge in every breath. The 
chief of the ’afrdd is al-Khidr x who drank the Water of Life and still 
manifests to initiate the holy ones into the Hidden Truths. He is always in 
this world and has been given ‘insight of the heart’ which is the direct 
knowledge from the Presence of Allah a (“ilm min ladunn@/bs! 3 ale), 
The Trustees (°umana) are the custodians of virtue who have responsi- 
bility for temporal affairs and are extremely pious people who never make 
their religious experiences known. They sometimes are known as the 
Malamatiyah, or those who are willing to undergo mis-representation, or 
even court it, rather than boast of, or even be known for, their piety. 

In general Allah 3 conceals His friends from the people (al-’amm) and 
only gives information about the °awliya° to either others of the °awliya® 
or those who are able to obtain benefits from them. We have written this 
only to clarify some terms used in the du’a’ and Allah » knows the Truth. 
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alaa °inna °awliya-llahi 1a khawfun “alayhim wa la tin yahzantn 


“Surely, the friends of Allah 
will feel no fear and will know no sorrow.” 
(Strah Yunus 10:62) 
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